
Tribal  Monitoring Guidance Workgroup Conference Call
8/01/05

Attendees:  (Note that names and affiliations from the conference call are incomplete and may
contain errors; please identify corrections via e-mail to tikvart.joe@epa.gov

Andrea Barber (Salt River), Angela (?) (Pechanga), Annabelle Allison (ITEP), Eric
Nicolear (Penobscot), Gary Richardson (El Paso), Ken Cronin (NTEC), Leroy Williams (Gila
River), Rose (?) (Sac and Fox), Stephen Hartsfield (NTAA), Bill Nally (R6), Gracy Danois (R4)
Keith Rose (R10), Mary Manous (R10), Michael Copeland (R8), Norm Beloin (R1), Motria
Caudill (R5), Eric Ginsburg (OAQPS), Joe Tikvart (OAQPS/SEE), Julie McClintock (OAQPS),
Phil Lorang (OAQPS), Sara Terry (OAQPS), Tami Laplante (OAQPS), Mike Cohen (OAP)

Discussion:  

Julie McClintock began the call by referring to the new draft (dated July 27, 2005) of
“Starting Ideas for the Development Process and Content of a New Guidance Document/Strategy
on Tribal Ambient Monitoring”.  She particularly noted that there were changes (from the July
11, 2005 draft) to the motivation, nature and purposes sections and to the outline of the proposed
new guidance document.  She indicated the need to agree on whether the changes were generally
acceptable.  A next step would be to identify volunteers for working on each section of the
outline; ideally, each would have an EPA Regional Office and a tribal representative.

Phil Lorang then took over the discussion to address in more detail the specific changes
that had been made to the text as a result of a joint call on July 11 and a triba-only call on July
18.  He emphasized language that was more complete with a positive slant in the motivation,
nature and purposes sections; changes to the outline were minor.  To assist team members in this
review, Julie agreed to send out an annotated version of the draft we discussed (dated 7/27/05),
so that changes from the previous draft would be more apparent.    An appeal was made that
efforts to complete the draft outline should be limited to this call and that future focus would be
to begin writing the text of the guidance document.  Nevertheless, this discussion should be used
to guide the language in the guidance document, and EPA is open to further revisions.

Discussion of the revised text led to several points that need clarification or change. 
Included are:  (1) minor changes to more accurately and positively reflect the role of the
guidance document to monitoring for tribal applications and associated resource needs; (2)
clarification of the technical assistance to and review of tribal monitoring programs that is
already being provided by Regional Offices (specific examples from Regions 5, 7, 9, and 10
were cited); and (3) as a follow-up to #2 there is a need to fill gaps between guidance provided
by individual Regional Offices and to compress this guidance into a single document.  Via e-
mail Julie will seek a copy of any guidance available from each Regional Office.  

Regarding the outline of the guidance document, with the exceptions noted, Sections I, II,
and III are largely complete with text already drafted.  Sections IV through XII require new
writing by those who volunteer.  Some reordering of the sections may be identified.  Phil will
send out a new outline early next week identifying volunteer to date.  It was assumed that the



lead author or volunteer for each section would work with supporting authors or volunteers to
prepare the text and then seek review by the full workgroup.  It would be appreciated if the
individuals we have  identified preliminarily as a lead, e.g., Lead(?), would initiate an outline for
the next meeting.  We can clarify later who will be the permanent lead.

Section I.  Purpose and Audience – the basic material for this section is already largely
available; minor word changes were noted.

Section II.  Overarching Principles for Tribal Air Monitoring – this section was thought
to contain too many principles; it needs to be reworked with fewer overarching principles
and/or grouping of the principles identified.  Words such as “themes” and “framework”
were identified in discussing this structure.  Phil will develop revised wording.

Section III.  Background for Planning Tribal Air Monitoring – much of the work for this
section is already done; it was noted that Joe Tikvart (EPA/OAQPS/SEE) will be
working on a compilation of the documents identified.

Section IV.  Tribal Air Quality Issues and Relevant Ambient Air Monitoring – Norm
Beloin, Lead(?) (EPA/R1), Mike Copeland (EPA/R8) and Keith Rose(?) (EPA/R10)
volunteered.  Julie will check on the availability of Glenn Gehring (TAMS) to provide
assistance.

Section V.  The Role of Tribal Monitoring in the National Monitoring Strategy – Steven
Hartsfield, Lead(?) (NTAA) volunteered.  Coordination with Rich Scheffe
(EPA/OAQPS) will be necessary to insure that this section meshes with the national
monitoring strategy; Julie will inform Rich concerning this activity.

Section VI.  Understanding Monitoring Data and Its Implications – Volunteers for this
section are still being sought.  Phil will approach James Hemby (EPA/OAQPS)
concerning involvement of his group in this activity.

Section VII.  Storage and Access to Monitoring Data – Farshid Farsi, Lead(?)  (TAMS)
or other volunteer from TAMS were recommended for this section.  Tami Laplante and
Phil Lorang (EPA/OAQPS) also volunteered to participate.

Section VIII.  Description of Current and Recent Tribal Air Monitoring Activities – it
was suggested that this section be combined with Section IV.  Volunteers for this section
are still being sought.

Section IX.  Assessment of Ambient Air Quality in Indian Country in the Absence of Air
Monitoring – Keith Rose, Lead(?) (EPA/R10) and Ryan Callison (ITEC) volunteered for
this section.  Glenn Gehring (TAMS) will be contacted by Julie.

New Section.  Implementation of Monitoring (identify all things that need to be done,
e.g., Q/A, siting requirements, report to AQS, etc.).  It was suggested that this section and
Section IX should be moved up and placed after Section IV.  Volunteers for this section



are still being sought.

Section X.  Description of Current and Recent Tribal Air Monitoring Activities –  Ken
Cronin, Lead(?) (NTEC), Steven Hartsfield (NTAA), and a person from the Region 5
grants office (to be identified by Motria Caudill) were volunteered for this section.

Section XI.  Complementary Programs (note shortening of title) – Volunteers for this
section are still being sought.

Section XII.  The Tribal Perspective – To insure that there is a prominent statement as to
where tribes think the monitoring program should be going, there was a discussion as to
whether this section should be in the beginning or end of the document; this is unresolved
and still open to discussion.  There was general agreement that tribal views (text box?) at
the end of each individual section would be appropriate.  We are working together to
identify volunteers for this section and for tribal views on individual sections.

Next Meeting:  

Monday, August 22 at 1:00pm EDT.  Conference line will be 919 541-4557. Leads for
some sections are still being sought. The lead person for each section should contact other
colleagues and discuss plans for working on that section to develop an outline of the section with
the assistance of participating volunteers.  It would be helpful if outlines could be provided to
Julie by COB on 8/19 so that, ideally, they can be circulated to team members prior to the next
conference call.  Documents that might serve as a working resource for other members should be
sent to Julie as soon as possible.


